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	Name

Richard Higgins (Humanitarian Coordination Specialist)
Mary Jr Konobo (Humanitarian Coordination Assistant)
	Unit

 DRM
	Tel No.

+675 321 2877

Ext 214
	Travel Authorization #s: 


	Approved Mission Itineraries
POM – SUV – POM
	List of Annexes: N/A

	(From) 30 April 2019 (To) 4 May 2019
	Key counterpart (s) in each location

· Pacific Resilience Partnership

	Purpose of Mission
· To participate in the 2019 Pacific Resilience Meeting 
	

	Summary of Mission Outputs/Findings


	The Pacific Resilience Meeting, organized by the Pacific Resilience Partnership Task Force, was the first meeting of the Partnership since the 2017 adoption of the Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific: An Integrated Approach to Address Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management. The Partnership was formed to support the implementation of the Framework’s three goals on integrated disaster risk reduction/resilience, low-carbon development and strengthened disaster management. The overarching goal of the Meeting was to seek support from stakeholders (countries/territories, civil society/private sector and regional/development organizations) in the effective implementation of the Framework goals and to showcase Framework principles on risk/resilience in development, protection of human rights, genuine partnerships, prioritization of the needs of the most vulnerable, gender/social considerations, respect for culture/faith/traditions, sustainability and building resilience. The theme for the conference was “youth futures in a resilient Pacific”; to that end, a pre-conference information session was led by the Pacific Youth Council on 30 April.
Main Points
The workshop spanned three days—one day for each goal on integrated disaster risk reduction/resilience, low-carbon development and strengthened disaster management.
Under integrated disaster risk reduction and resilience, there were plenary sessions on youth as an integral part of communities’ planning and activities to reduce risk and build resilience, and on the Pacific Resilience Partnership Task Force. Following this was a networking opportunity to meet with territorial representatives on the Task Force. There were breakout sessions on nature-based solutions as climate adaptation strategies, island solutions and community approaches, and strengthened governance for resilient development. A side event in the evening on cash feasibility studies conducted in Fiji and Vanuatu was particularly informative.

Under low-carbon development, there were breakout sessions on policy/legislative frameworks and island solutions, private-sector and community-based approaches, and the climate-security nexus in the Pacific. Following these was another networking opportunity to meet with operational representatives (civil society, private sector, development partners, regional organizations, academia) on the Task Force.
Under strengthened disaster management, there were breakout sessions on island solutions, legislative frameworks, early warning/early action/effective response, and protection/gender/inclusion. A side event in the evening on the facilitation and regulation of disaster management policies was particularly informative.

The Meeting wrapped up with plenary sessions on affiliation to the Partnership, standards of excellence for resilience and EU-GCCA+ engagement opportunities.

Mission Prospects


There are concrete opportunities to build upon the network connections and knowledge from the Meeting to support the DRM project goals for developing a private-sector partnership strategy, a cash feasibility study and providing technical assistance to a proposed amendment to the PNG Disaster Management Act.
There are other opportunities to strengthen partnerships with regional and other national counterparts in the Pacific on community-based disaster risk management that is sensitive to local knowledge and inclusive of vulnerable and marginalized groups.



	 Expected Results and Follow-up actions: 

	Distribution: (Copies to)

	Results
The following were achieved from this mission:
· Gained understanding of the Framework, Partnership and affiliation expectations. 
· Gained new contacts as resource persons for understanding good practices and lessons learnt for public-private partnerships and cash programming opportunities in the Pacific context.

· Gained understanding on good practices and lessons learnt for local solutions and approaches to disaster risk management that are inclusive, respectful of local faith/knowledge/practices and adaptive to climate changes.  
Follow-up Actions
Key element(s) of the work to follow include:
· Follow up with the private-sector representative of the Partnership, who chairs the Pacific Resilience Business Network, to learn what has been done so far with PNG private sector entities, including the Chamber of Commerce and extractives, around private-sector partnerships and good practices in the Pacific.
· Follow up with Pacific cash focal points in Fiji and Vanuatu and ACAPS on good practices and lessons learnt for conducting a cash feasibility study in PNG.

· Follow up with IFRC contacts on providing technical guidance and support to possible amendments to the Disaster Management Act.
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